The View of the European Court of Human Rights on Competent Patients’ Right of Informed Consent. Research in the Light of Articles 3 and 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights.
It is an internationally recognized principle that patients should give their informed consent to a treatment in order to avoid a violation of their right to personal autonomy. This article discusses this principle in the light of Articles 3 and 8 of The European Convention on Human Rights and the view of the European Court of Human Rights on this matter. Indeed, nowadays more complaints related to (the lack of) informed consent not only concern a possible violation of Article 8 of the Convention, but Article 3 has also gained importance, especially when a treatment is intrusive.